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From my Houfe in St, James’s Square, 
December 29. 


Went this Day to a Le@lure, 

and was furprized to fee a 

{mall Audience at fo excellent 

a Difcourfe, till I heard that 

the Divine who us’d to preach 
was indifpos'd. Formy Part I was 
fully fatished with the Stranger who 
fupply’d his Place, becaufe by the 
Excellency of his Doétrine, the Elo- 
quence of his Stile, and his graceful 
Gefture, he did honour to the facred 
Funétion. Every fine Genius, who 
isconverfant with our Clergy, will 
eafily imagine whom I mean. He 
fets off the Charaéter he bears by 
his Aétions as much as he does by 
his Words; every Motion contri- 
butes to win upon the Affeétions, 
infomuch that a Man of an ordinary 
Capacity may be edify’d, tho’ he 


were to teach inan unknownT ongue. 
There's fcarce a beautiful Carriage in 
any Perfon of true Merit, which he 
does not reprefent ; when he quotes 
an Example it is fo new and appo- 
fire to the Subject he is upon, hac 
you would believe he had fram’d the 
Stories himfelf; forthe Relations are 
unknown even to the greateft Part 
of our beft Authors. He delivers 
the meaneft Expreflionsin a manner 
fuitable to the Greatnefs of his Cha- 
rater ; and when he fpeaks of Prin- 
ces, of Governments, of the Difci- 
pline of the Church, or thofé who 
diffent from its Coraimunion, it is 
done with fuch a Temper, that the 
moft wafpifh of Mankind cannot 
be offended at ir. Our ableft Prea- 
chers are fometimes at a lofs in thefe 
Refpeéts, and run a little either into 
Heat, or out of the way ; bur I have 
feen this Perfon treat of the ill Ma- 
nagement both of Sovereigns and 
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Societies, without the leaft Warmth 
or Refle&tion upon their Perfons. 
Now | am upon thistead,1 Sralhob- 
ferve that fome People are no more 
capable of undesftanding a learned 
and excellent Sermon, fuitable to 
the true Tafte of the Times, and 

roper for maintaining Peace in the 
a than a Fly is of knowing whe- 
ther we are living Creatures or not. 
That Infect isconrénted with feed- 
ing on what it draws from the Sur- 
faces of Bodies, it knows not whe- 
ther we think, nor can it difcover 
the fecret Engines.that move us. So 
neither can a Manof a weak Capa- 
city make more Difcoveries upon the 
Subject he hears, whether the Prea- 
cher means one thing or another ; 
or whether his Doétrine is confiftent 
with the certain inward Springs that 
ought to move a Man’s Adtions, ci- 
ther with refpe& to his Prince, his 
WNeighbour,or himfelf,in a due and re- 
gular Order. I fhall not hereenter into 
aDebate,whether aMinifter is onlyto 

reach up a good Life, or fometimes 
By way of Digreffion fhew. what is 
the Duty of a Counfellor of State, or 
a Civil Magiftrate ; neither. fhall I 
long difpute upon what has been ar- 
gued for many Ages,whether it were 
better toeducate Children at home, 
or fend them to the Univerlities. 
There are Arguments on both fides, 
but that which is moft cogent a- 
gain{t the latter, is the great Danger 
of having their Morals corrupted. 
Scudious Scholars are not common ; 
but thofe who difturb others, either 
by their bad Examples, their Solli- 
citations, or theig. Railleries, are 
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fomewhat more numerous. A good 
Divine confines not his Zeal to the 
Advantage of the Comnt6awealrh of 
Learnings he labours alfO, for thar 
of the State, by the Procreation of 
Children. He confecrates both his 
Body and Mind to the Benefit of the 
Publick, and often produces 2 Book 
and a Child within the Year. 


— — 





From Bafinghall-{treet, December 30, 


‘THE Converfation I met with here 

was good Breeding and a hand- 
fom way of Difcourfing. One of the 
Company,who is fomewhat extraor- 
dinary inher way of thinking, faid 
_- a er — not behave him. 
elf well i id not {peak eloquent- 
ly in Publick. I told pet ane 
the Countenance oftener recommen- 
ded to us a. Man’s Parts. than his 
Words: For the Face generally dif 
covers the Hiftory of the Finenefs 
or the Rougbnefs of his Genius ; bur 
in judging Perfons only by. their 
Speaking we are frequently mitta- 
ken; For. fome have nothing, but a 
round.of Words, which carries then 
off with Applause at one or two Lir- 
tings, and when that fet Form is 
{pun out, they appear barren in an 
ordinary Aflembly. If one were:to 
cenfure Mens Qualifications by, their 
Wards, they who talk of Banquet- 
ings might be counted Gluttony, and 
thofe who.defcribe. War would be 
brave anc valiant Men. Allufions 
of diflerenc kinds may be brought for 
Inftances,.to clear this Point, as that 
of Acciws going into. 4fa, and pat- 
ling 
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fing through Tarentum, where he 
faw Pacuvius, who was retired thi- 
ther-in his old Age. He fhewed him 
the Tragedy of 4treus which he had 
in his Pocket, and read ic to him; 
Pacuvius found on the one fide a 
great Sublimity and Cadence,and on 
the other fide a great deal of Rough- 
nefs and Rawnefg in it. Accius own'd 
it with Joy, and drew a good Augu- 
ry from it for his future Production; 
the Minds of Men being like Apples 
that are never good if they are not 
hard and green before they are ripe. 
Some Perfonsin their private Con- 
verfation are like the Poet, who told 
his Friend, that in his Plays he faid 
all things that pleafed him, but art 
the Bar (faid he) 1 muft hear what I 
would nor, I know a Man of Wit 
who made ufe of a like Reafon to 
divert his Son from the Practice of 
the Law, wherein the Finenef$ or 
the Courfnefs of his Genius would 
be diftovered ;and to encourage him 
to the Study of Divinity ,that his Im- 
perfections might not be fo eafily 
betrayed, What is more commodt- 
ous (faid he to him) thanto {peak 
before Perions that do not contradict 
you? It is the Advantage of Prea- 
chers. And what more incommodi- 
ous than when you have done {peak- 
ing,to hear a Man that confutes you, 
and makes you give an account 
without quarter of all rhat you have 
faid ? That’s the Condition of an 
Advocate. This puts me in mind 
ofa Thought of Montaigne. As for 
the Gift of Eloquence (fays he) forme 
have a Facility and Readinefs. and 
which may be called a Gift of Urte- 
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rance, fo eafy that they are ready 
atevery turn. Others are flow, and 
{peak only what is premeditated and 
elaborate. IfI were to give my O- 
pinion in thefe two different Advan- 
tages of Eloquence, of which Prea- 
chers and Lawyers now a-days make 
the chief Profeifion ; the flow one 
to me would feem to be the beft 
Preacher, and the other the beft 
Lawyer; becaufe the Employment 
of the former gives him as much 
time as he pleafes to prepare himélf, 
and he goes on with the Thread of 
his Difcourfe without any Interrup- 
tion ; but the Lawyer is obliged ro 
come often into the Lifls, and the 
unforefeen Anfwers of his Adverfa- 
ry, force him to turn his Tale im- 
mediately. The Advocate’s Bufinefs 
is more difficult thanthe Preacher's, 
and yet we find more tolerable Ad- 
vocaies, in my Opinion, than we do 
Preachers, in Great Britain, 





From the Old Bayly, December 31. 


N Ecetlity renderstharlawtul which 

would be unlawful in it felf ; as 
may be initanced in Tryals of Impo- 
tency, Rapes, Ge. All civiliz’d Na- 
tions have authoriz’d that fuch Cau- 
fes fhould be heard ; inorder: to de- 
fend and juftify the Innocentior the 
Opprefs'd ; but I have often wonde- 
red that the Doors are not fhuc up 
when a Caufe is pleaded, by reafon 
of the plain things that are {poken 
there, which generally dwindle .in- 
to Obfcenity. Inever had the Curi-~ 
ofity to go thither upon thofe Oeca- 
fion 
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fions ; but I have heard it fpoken of 
by fomany different Perfons, efpe- 
cially Women, who generally make 
up moft part of the Audience upon 
thofe Occafions ; and all thae they 
have to!d me feems fo free, that pro- 
bably Modefty may be faid to be 
banifh'd from the Tribunal for fome 
time. I defire no other Evidence 
for it than the Subjsét which gave 
Occafion to thefe Verfés. 
Within thefe few Days an Abigail 
To she Bifhop’s Court was brought, 
Handfom enough, and pretty tall ; 
And ftrong, as all there thoug be. 
Having withModefly made a full Divorce, 
She faid an Old DoMor bad ta’er her by 
Force ; 

and Iwill bave bim hang'd, [aid fhe, 

Unle/s my Husband be will be. 

How could he take you ? fays the Fudge, 
my Friend, 

You're Rromg enough, and could your felf 
defend, 

You fhould have feratch'd and claw'd 
him too ; 

2es, Sir, quoth fhe, that I can do 

In Quarrels well enough ; 

But, truly, Sir, not when I laugh. 

Allthat can be done is only to 
prevent the Excefs. But as long as 
there are any Law-Suitsabout Adul- 

ery, keeping of Baftards, or the Re- 
ration of Womens Honour, the 
udges muft neceflarily hear fome 
immodeft Expretlions. An Advocate 
of Parw did very much exclaim a- 
gainft the Cuftom of Pleading, at 
the time of the Carnaval, the merry 
Caufe, as they call ir. Bur if thar 
Abufe was taken away, there would 
{till remain many Caufes which oaly 


differ from it more or IcG. I have 
obferved thar where there has been 
no occafion for amy Indeceney of 
Speech, Witnefles, by the many wi- 
fing Queftions asked them by che 
Council, have exceeded the Bounds 
of Modefty though this‘isnot always 
acertain Rule. Sometimes in very 
odd forts of Tryals,the Women have 
ben oblig’d to be filenc in feveral Re- 
fpects and the Judges {pare their Mo- 
efty again their Will, which they 
have alreadytoomuch blemith’d, ’Tis 
pity theCorruptions of the Age have 
given a free Courfe to thefe Proceed- 
ings; whereas Innocency appeared 
tormerly in the Faces,and was rooted 
in the Souls of the Fair Sex. There 
were then fcarce {9 many Suits upon 
fuch an Account in three hundred 
Years, as there are now in Seven, 
The Women begin upon very flignt 
Pretences to get themf{clves divorc’d. 
Duelling is indeed forbidden to pre- 
vent Revenge by offenfive Weapons, 
but not between a Husband and his 
Wife, whofe half-(weet and half- 
fower Tryals tend only to renew 
Peace and Love. The wifeft Peo. 
ple have ever been for the mildeft 
and leaft fhamefull Remedies; bur 
of Jate many have forgot all Honour 
and Decency, in order to favour a 
Brutifh Impudence ; which has been 
the Reafon of fo much Derifion and 
Mockery, that fuch Proceedings 
have ferved for pleafant Stories and 
facetious Difcourfes,in many Places: 
whereas, what belongs to Juftice (i 
think) ought to be treated {érioufly, 
and with due refpe&t to the faered 

Oath they have taken. 
THE 








